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The Agrofood Thematic Group 
of the IRC Network
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The IRC network

A network that increases the 
competitiveness of European SMEs
With : 
– An integrated, personal brokerage service 

giving access to new European markets and 
partners

– A searchable database weekly updated with 
around 2.500 new technologies to be exploited 
and commercialised and with over 500 
technologies requests
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The IRC Network : a European 
Network with international contacts

71 IRC consortia with 230 partner organizations and 2.000 IRC 
staff
33 countries: EU, Bulgaria, Romania, Turkey, Chile, Iceland, 
Israel, Norway, Switzerland



02/23/06

4

Results : Collaborations with client 
organisations in 2004

The IRC Network has offered services to 
110.000 clients

13.142 clients received a visit, audit or 
technology/need assessment

Almost 4.900 clients participated in 
technology brokerage events having 12.500
transnational meetings

More than 10.000 clients/contacts have been 
signposted to other Networks or institutions



02/23/06

5

In the business value chain IRC 
client organisations close 5 types 
of transnational technology transfer 
(TTT)* agreements

SaleProductionDevelopmentResearch End-User

1.) Technical co-operation
2.) Joint venture

3.) Manufacturing agreement
4.) Licence agreement

5.) Commercial agreement 
with technical co-operation

* A TTT is a transfer of technology, product, process, expertise or know-how between 2 parties. 

** A TTT is not just a commercial activity: there must be an element of INNOVATION.

**
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Types of deals signed

13%

58%

2%

22%
5%

licensing
technical co-operation 
joint development 
commercialisation
manufacturing

in 2004
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How does the Agrofood Thematic 
Group work?
The mechanism:

The IRC’s staff gets in contact with a company :

IF technical needs or technology know-how

AND a clear interest for transnational co-
operation are detected
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How does the Agrofood Thematic 
Group work?
Then the IRC’s staff checks:

whether the company’s interest on European 
issues exists

whether expertise/need proposed by the 
company may be of interest for IRC network

whether IRC services can be of help for the 
company (e-mail alert on technology profiles, 
elaboration of technology profiles for BBS or 
events…)
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How does the Agrofood Thematic 
Group work?
Finally the IRC's staff :

Drafts, together with the company, a technological 
profile

Puts the technological profile into circulation on the BBS

Sends the technological profile in a more targeted 
manner to colleagues of the Agrofood Thematic Group

Invites the company to participate in to the point events 
such as company missions, brokerage events, etc.
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How does the Agrofood Thematic Group work?

TO / TR PROFILES
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How does the Agrofood Thematic Group work?

BBS
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How does the Agrofood Thematic Group work?

FORUM
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How does the Agrofood Thematic Group work?

TO THE POINT EVENT 
Promotion of brokerage event
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How does the Agrofood Thematic Group work?

TO THE POINT EVENT
Promotion of brokerage event
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How does the Agrofood Thematic Group work?

ATG MEETINGS & PARTICIPATION

Minimum two ATG-meetings per year

Participation possible as observer or member

Any participant needs to sign a Commitment Agreement

The members must participate at least at one meeting

During the meetings, the events, which are most relevant 
to the IRC companies, are selected

Technological profiles are exchanged during the meetings
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How does the Agrofood Thematic Group work?

COMMITMENT AGREEMENT – some rules

Provide the other ATG Members and Observers with 
general information on the economy of their respective 
regions and detailed information about the size, 
structure, characteristics and potential of the agrofood 
sector (clusters).

Transmit to their active clusters the information about 
all events in their sector

Promote incoming agrofood opportunities to their 
regional enterprises by dissemination of profiles, active 
partner search, provision of relevant market data and 
assistance in negotiations.
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How does the Agrofood Thematic Group work?

COMMITMENT AGREEMENT – some rules

All TG Members observe common operational standards 
for confidentiality, the general rule being that company 
contact data are not published in event catalogues. 
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Further information
Visit the IRC Network’s website at
http://irc.cordis.lu/

Find your nearest IRC office at
http://irc.cordis.lu/whoswho/ 

Contact the IRC Network Secretariat:
Tel. +352 441012 2200
Fax. +352 441012 2055
contact@ircnet.lu 
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IRC IRIDE - TECHNOPOLIS CSATA NOVUS ORTUS s.c.r.l. 

Contact: Marina Muserra

Tel: +39 080 4670238 - Fax: +39 080 4670361

Email:info@centroiride.it 

Contact: Mrs Daniela Fiore

Tel: +39 080 4670215 - Fax: +39 080 4670361   

Email: d.fiore@tno.it      

BRUSSELS IRC – BRUSSELS ENTERPRISE AGENCY

Contact: Roland Bourgeois

Tel: +32 2 4220023 – Fax: +32 2 4220043

Email: rbo@abe.irisnet.be
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